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Pastor’s Corner
To the readers of the newsletter, and members of the Mitchells family, I want to thank you all
for such a warm welcome. When I came to see the church in person for the first time and meet
just a few of the members of the church, I knew that this place was going to be a place that I
could call home. The extension of love and care that you all have given to me truly shows that
God leads us to the right places in the right times. There’s been many stresses, and still
lingering stresses, involved with moving, home buying, getting in a rhythm, etc. but you all
have truly made it an easier transition.
There has been a lot of energy within the church as a result of my arrival. This energy is
needed in the church universal today. Therefore, we must watch out for each other as we
move forward in ministry together that we do not become complacent or lose that energy. This
energy is what is needed in an uncertain time. It allows us to look towards the future ahead,
while making the present meaningful. This past Sunday (Sept. 26th) the young members of the
church gathered to sing before gathering for their Sunday school class. I was told that this had
not occurred in more than 2 years. It was exciting! It made folks young and old smile as they
sang and praised together. This joy is a pillar of our faith, and one that we should seek out,
even when it gets hard. Seeing that joy and knowing that it is within our church is something
that we can hold on to as we move forward! The joy is what has brought many of you to
Mitchells, so let us stay joyful as we seek to spread the joy to all who enter our lives! I look
forward to the coming weeks, months and years being full of joy with you all. Blessings upon
this week to each of you!
-Pastor Patrick
P.S. Please feel free to reach out to me via email MitchellsPCPastor@gmail.com or call/text
me at 540-881-0201 if you’d like to set up a meeting, have any needs or concerns, or simply
would like to chat for a bit. I will strive to be available as often as possible!

Session News
•

Session granted Sara Gallagher’s request to remove her name from the roles of
Mitchells Church.

•

Session approved acquiring a laptop computer and cell phone for Pastor Patrick to use
for church work.

•

Received an update on repairs to the Sunday School HVAC system and replacing the
water heater.

•

Received an update that the county approved the pavilion site plan.

•

Approved the updated Emergency Operations Plan presented by the Safety & Security
Committee.

•

Approved the updated Child Protection Policy presented by the Christian Education
Committee.

•

Approved holding a catered BBQ dinner following worship on September 19 to welcome
Pastor Patrick.

•

Approved naming the new pavilion, The Dorothy A. Faulconer Pavilion.

•

Were informed that Pastor Patrick will be ordained at his home church First
Presbyterian Church of Greenville, MS on October 24, 2021.

•

Were informed that the Nominating Committee’s nominees for 3 active Ruling Elders
beginning January 1 are: Carol Inskeep, Tabitha Weaver, and Brett Massey. Corporate
Trustee Nominee is: Debbie Smith.

Next Session meeting will be October 14, at 7:00 p.m. at the church.

Presbyterian Women
The Mitchells Presbyterian Women will meet October 12, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in the church
Fellowship Hall. There will be a devotional and then Kim Hicks will lead us in Chapter 4,
“Deborah and Jael, Women of Valor” in The Women of the Bible Speak by Shannon Bream.
We will have a very brief business meeting.
As this Christmas Season approaches, we are all thinking of wishing our loved ones a blessed
season. To help you with this, the Women of the Church have unveiled their 2021 Christmas
card designed by Janet Miller.
For the past eleven years the profit from this mission project has gone to local charities. That
is also the plan for this year.
Price list:
Pack of 10 cards
$20.00
8x10 Print
$20.00
11x14 Print
$25.00
Checks should be made payable to Mitchells Presbyterian WOC. You may place an order no
later than December 12, 2021 by contacting Janet Miller at:
(540) 825-2783 or decorbyjanetmiller@gmail.com
You may make payment and receive your order one of the following ways:
1-You can pick up at Janet’s house.
2-You can pick up at the church
3-We can deliver locally to your house.
4-We can mail directly to you.
Here is a front view of the 2021 card, which is the stained glass over the pulpit:

Men of the Church
The Men of the Church will meet on Thursday, October 7 at 7:00 p.m. for a meal and time of
study and fellowship. All men are invited. Please let Steve Hicks know by October 4, if you
plan to come.

Safety and Security Committee (SSC)
Volunteers Needed:
Security at MPC remains very strong. However, weekly duties have fallen on too few team
members. With more members we would be able to reduce duty times so that all can
participate more in worship and in church activities.
We need help, especially with:
•

Monitoring the CCTV cameras

This duty is extremely important and requires no physical exertion. It does require one to
remain alert and avoid distractions.
•

Parking Lot Duty

This involves observing activity in the parking lot, promptly reporting anything unusual to the
Team Leader, and greeting persons whom you do not know.
If you would like to lend a hand, please talk with any member of the Safety & Security
Committee -- Smitty Smith, Conley Wallace, Alan Wohlleben, or Chuck Gyory.

Church Events/Information
Worship Committee
Mitchells has decided to celebrate World Communion Sunday on Sunday, October 3. It will
be our first communion in many months. We have purchased individually wrapped sacraments
to minimize the risk of COVID or other illnesses. The packets will be available in the Narthex
for you to pick up as you enter church. The regular communion schedule will resume using the
packets.
Donations to MPC
Any donations to the church can be mailed to:
Mitchells Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 98
Mitchells, VA 22729
All mail is being picked up twice a week and deposits are being made by Ron Evans, the
church treasurer.

From Committee on Congregational Life and Ministry
Thank you to everyone who came to the luncheon for our new pastor, Patrick Lane, held on
Sunday, September 19. It was a beautiful day to eat outside and fellowship with each other. A
big thanks to the men who helped set up and take down the tents and chairs (Smitty, Ron,
Alan and Conley). I especially want to thank my committee members (Roxie, Becky, Kaye and
Debbie) for all their hard work in putting together the welcome basket full of fun items for
Patrick and his dog, Bandit, that also included memberships to Montpelier, Museum of
Culpeper History and a National Parks pass. The Committee worked hard to plan this
luncheon, set up, serve, and clean up. Last, but not least, thanks to all of you who helped us
in any way, donating tents, clean up, etc. The luncheon was a huge success, and the
Committee looks forward to planning future activities. Stay tuned!
Patricia Hawkins
Chair, Committee on Congregational Life and Ministry
Message from Myrtle:
9/17/21
To all my friends at Mitchells Church,
I must tell you all how much I appreciate everything you have done for me for my birthday. I
got over thirty-some cards, the prettiest, and the little messages written in them were the best
part. The gifts were lovely. It was almost like Christmas. I told Bill; he couldn't come either.
Now, I do hope I can come to church soon. There is no way I could ever tell you how much I
miss you all!!
Thanks again for:
1. visits
2. cards
3. calls
4. even food
My new telephone number is 549-360-4288.
Love,
Myrtle

Mitchells Presbyterian Email Prayer Chain

Patti Weaver has agreed to monitor and maintain the prayer chain email account. Thank you
Patti for your service to MPC.
If you would like to receive notifications of prayer requests via email, please send an email to:
prayersofmitchells@gmail.com
Your email address will be added. This is open to members, regular attendees, friends, etc.
Just have all requesters send an email and they will be added.
This prayer chain could be for major concerns, but also for things like “pray for my friend Sally;
she’s going through a rough time,” or “my college daughter, Brenda, is taking her final exam in
her major, please pray for her,” etc. You get the idea. Just anything that your heart seeks
comfort over.
Prayer requests mentioned at church will try to be added, but it is best if you could just send
them to the prayersofmitchells@gmail.com email address.

October 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
Bonnie Scott

4

5

6

7
Ann Walker

8
Meredith Gyory

9

10

11

12
Bob & Vera
Sommerville

13

14

15
Jimmy & Ann
Walker

16

17

18
Steve Hicks
Liz Chase

19
Alexis Griffith

20
Ronnie Settle

21
Terry Higdon

22
Scarlett Tidman

23

24

25

26

27
Ben Hulvey

28

29

30
Chip & Tricia
Condit

31
Patrick Inskeep
Kaye Inskeep
Usher: Jimmy Jenkins

Acolytes: TBD

